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REVIEWS 


American biographies; by Wheeler 
Preston. 24cm. N.Y., Harper, c1940. 
viii, 1147p. buckram $7.50. 


American biographies is a new pub- 
lication giving brief sketches of 5257 
persons, none of whom are living. It in- 
cludes Americans and those foreigners 
sharing directly in the history, culture, 
or progress of the United States, as 


Cinta 


General Burgoyne, Father Junipero, 
Jenny Lind, Fanny Kemble, and Enrico 
Even those who have died 
within the past year are included, as 
Charles M. Schwab, Alice Brady, and 
Constance Lindsay Skinner. 

This is the first published work of the 
author or his collaborators. 
he has assisted in compiling such reference 
books as the Columbia encyclopedia and 


Caruso. 


However, 
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the Dictionary of American history. 

Many of the individuals included in 
this work appear in other works especially 
in the Dictionary of American biography 
and the Columbia encyclopedia. A simi- 
larity can be found between the older 
names in this work and the Americans 
in the Century cyclopedia of names and 
Thomas’ Dictionary of biography... . 
All the signers of the Declaration of In- 
dependence are found, but several signers 
of the Constitution are missing. All the 
Presidents and Vice-presidents, the Chief 
Justices of the Supreme court, and the 
Secretaries of State appear, but not all 
other cabinet officers. 

The largest number of any occupa- 
tional group represented is writers, but 
there are representative figures in many 
other callings. Famous Indians and 
Negroes are included. 

The articles are arranged alphabeti- 
cally with liberal cross references from 
variants of the names, such as the entry 
for General Tom Thumb, the midget, 
which leads to his own name, Charles 
Sherwood Stratton. The year of birth 
and death, as far as known, follows the 
name but the day and month are con- 
sistently omitted. The place of birth is 
given but that of death is not mentioned. 
The names of parents and of family are 
seldom included unless the members are 
famous in their own right, as in the case 
of the Alcotts, father and daughter. 
Each article is a brief condensed account 
of the individual’s accomplishments. In 
the case of prolific authors only a selected 
list of their writings with their publica- 
tion dates is given. Pronunciation of 
names is not included. 


Following each sketch is a brief bibli- 
ography giving authors in secondary 
fullness, condensed titles and dates of 
publication. Many of these references 
are such obvious sources as older volumes 
of Who’s who in America, or the bio- 
graphical dictionaries for special groups 
to which the person belonged. The 
others are books likely to be in general 
collections. 

The text is set double column with 
clear print and the name in boldface 
type. The general make-up is satisfac- 
tory. 

This one-volume biography would be 
useful for quick reference in any library 
but especially in small public or school 
libraries which do not have the more ex- 
tensive biographical works. It is recom- 
mended for general use. 


The book of knowledge; the children’s 
encyclopedia; ed. by Holland Thomp- 
son and Arthur Mee. 20v. N.Y., 
The Grolier society, inc., c1937, 1938, 
1940. viii, 7580p. illus. cloth $69.50; 
artcraft $79.50; 10v. ed. $59.50. 


The book of knowledge annual 1941; 
a publication of The children’s in- 
stitute; ed. by Holland Thompson 
and Ellen MacLoughlin. N.Y., The 
Grolier society, inc., c1940. xii, 464p. 
illus. blue buckram $8.50; special price 
to schools and libraries $4.25; red art- 
craft $10; special price to schools and 
libraries $5. 


The Silver jubilee edition (1935) of 
The book of knowledge was reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, July 1935. 
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Since then there have been printings of 
the set in 1937, 1938, and in 1940, the 
edition under review. 

A first glance suggests that it is the 
same work not only in appearance and 
purpose but also in editorial policy that 
it has been since the complete revision 
of 1926. ““The fundamental purpose... 
is the development of the child in the 
broadest sense.”” Closer study shows that 
many articles have been revised or re- 
written in part, introducing new material 
such as Bats, p.315; The world’s bread 
and butter, p.369 ; Wheat, p.1755 ; Russia 
as it is, p.5847; and that new articles, 
chiefly in the mechanical and scientific 
fields, have been added. Some of the 
more important are Television, p.122; 
Conservation, p.379; Vitamins, p.2423; 
Our animated friends (Disney studios), 
p.5901. 

The trend toward new material is 
especially noticeable in the Things to 
make and Things to do sections, where 
many old-fashioned activities have been 
discarded and more timely ones sub- 
stituted. Typical of these are How to 
play badminton, p.2511 and How to 
write a radio play, p.1149. Other how- 
to-do articles have been revised. 

The format is gradually being im- 
proved by the use of longer type lines 
and the omission of borders in all new 
and many rewritten articles. New illus- 
trations appear in some of the older 
articles as well as in the new. Paper and 
binding are strong and durable. The set 
is available either in 20 volumes or in 10. 

As in previous editions, the index is 
thorough and accurate and essential to 
any use of the set for specific reference 


— 


purposes. The graded courses of study, 
formerly included in the index, volume 
20, are now published as a separate 
pamphlet, The Children’s Institute, but 
paged continuously with the set. 

The book of knowledge annual 1941, 
according to the publishers, includes 15 
percent more topics, 10 percent more 
contributors and 10 percent more pages 
than the first annual, which was entitled 
Children’s book of the year; the Book of 
knowledge annual 1940. Although the 
arrangement is alphabetical, there is a 
full index as well as a table of contents. 
Information is given in the slightly in- 
formal but interesting style of the body 
of the work and is illustrated by ap- 
propriate photographs and diagrams. 

Besides major events of the year there 
are included brief biographical sketches 
of such prominent persons as Léon Blum, 
p.82; Cordell Hull, p.206; John L. 
Lewis, p.223; signed articles of general 
interest, typical of which are Bird sanc- 
tuaries, p.75; Books young people like, 
p.83; Caps and gowns, p.107; Finger 
printing, p.180; Mount Rushmore, 
p.263; and some 25 pages of Things to 
make and do. Deaths of the year are 
listed on 10 pages and include persons of 
varying degrees of fame or interest such 
as Gregorio Aglipay, founder and head 
of the Independent Philippine church, 
p.145; Leslie Brooke and Mrs. Patrick 
Campbell, p.146; Robert Wadlow, 
“world’s tallest man,” p.155. Elsewhere, 
p.118, the death of Neville Chamberlain, 
November 9, 1940, is noted. 

In view of the price of The book of 
knowledge annual 1941 and the limited 
use of an annual it is not recommended. 
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As a whole the 1940 edition of The 
book of knowledge is an improvement 
over previous editions. However, since 
it continues to follow the original plan 
of arranging material by departments, its 
convenience as a reference tool is still 
limited. This set continues to serve the 
casual reader rather than the child need- 
ing a direct approach and specific facts. 
It is recommended only in that respect, 
since more useful material for reference 
is readily available to libraries. 


Chambers’s technical dictionary 
comprising terms used in pure and ap- 
plied science: medicine ; the chief man- 
ufacturing industries; engineering; 

construction ; the mechanic trades ; with 

definitions by recognized authorities; 

ed. by C. F. Tweney and L. E. C. 

Hughes. 2lcm. N.Y., Macmillan, 

c1940. [viii] 957p. $5. 


The adopted definition of a technical 
term in this one-volume technical dic- 
tionary is, “a word or expression which 
has special significance and value to a 
person learned...in a branch of knowl- 
edge relating to some particular aspect 
of nature.” 

“It is a dictionary of technical terms, 
written by specialists, partly for other 
specialists but more particularly for the 
technically minded man-in-the-street, and 
for students and interested workers of all 
kinds and ages... .”—Preface. 

In 1906 Mr. Tweney edited an earlier 
Technological and scientific dictionary. 
There has been much development in 
science and technology since then and the 
editors and publishers present this work 


as a “full and representative cross section 
of the language of science and technology 
today.” 

Of the 29 contributors, about half are 
or have been connected with some English 
university or college. Others are in 
clinics, laboratories or scientific business 
concerns in England. The list of con- 
tributors gives, in most cases, degree or 
affiliation, location, and subject contrib- 
uted. the 
American authorities have been consulted 
in order to include American terminology 
where it differs from the English, but the 
names of these authorities have been omit- 
ted. 

The preface states that “a full list of 
the subjects covered...is given on page 
The copy examined has a list of 
subjects on page [vii] and a list of con- 
tributors on page [viii]. 


According to publishers, 


coe 99 
vill, 


The vocabulary shows a very definite 
English bias in both terminology and 
spelling. For example, bonnet, tyre 
and petrol are used rather than hood, tire 
and gasoline. Under screw thread there 


are references to British standards but no 


references to American standards are 
given. No mention is made of common 
American technical terms such as 


A check of the 


vocabulary shows that the largest number 


grommet and nylon. 


of words listed may be found in any un- 
abridged dictionary, in some cases with 
fuller and clearer definitions. Hutchin- 
son’s technical & scientific encyclopedia, 
also edited by C. F. Tweney, does not 
have as full a vocabulary as Chambers’s 
technical dictionary but gives more in- 
formation regarding the terms listed. 
Three or four-line definitions seem to 
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predominate, though many are twice that 
length or more. The definitions them- 
selves are in some instances shortened by 
the use of other technical terms which 
lead the layman through several defini- 
tions for complete understanding, e.g. 
pleuron, meroplankton, frequency modu- 
lation. For this reason some knowledge 
of the background of some of the terms 
sought is desirable. Otherwise quick 
reference becomes a longer search. 

Accent and pronunciation where in- 
dicated represent those of the contribu- 
tors themselves. The subject from which 
the term is taken is indicated in paren- 
theses following the word. Cross refer- 
ences are generous and abbreviations ap- 
pear in their alphabetic sequence. Among 
the latter are chemical symbols and some 
structural formulas. 

A number of tables are bound at the 
end of the volume, e.g., Table of chemical 
elements; The periodic table; Igneous 
rocks; etc. Following the tables there is 
a bibliography of books recommended for 
consultation. Unfortunately publishers 
Of the titles 
listed under Mechanical engineering only 
eight seem to be recent publications and 
these are either published in England or 
of British origin. The preponderance of 
British titles reduces the usefulness of the 
bibliography since few of the works 
listed would be available in the average 
American library. 

The book is attractively and durably 
bound in a dark red cloth. A small, 
clear type is used with the entries in bold- 
face. 


and dates are not given. 


Chambers’s technical dictionary is not 
recommended. 


Commodities in industry, the 1940 
Commodity year book. 28Ycm. N.Y., 
prepared and published by Commodity 
research bureau, inc., c1940. 708p. 
charts. buckram $7.50. 


The Commodity year book is an en- 
cyclopedia of the raw materials of indus- 
try and is intended especially for business 
people dealing with commodities in any 
form. 

The Commodity research bureau was 
first established in 1934 to analyze com- 
modities and price movements for in- 
dividual subscribers, and the Year book 
emerged from the type of questions which 
came to the bureau from many sources. 
The 1940 edition is the second to be pub- 
lished. 

In the beginning of the volume are 
four special studies similar in scope to 
those in the previous volume. They are 
as follows: War and commodities; 
Trends in per capita commodity con- 
sumption; Are synthetics displacing raw 
materials in industry, and Weather fore- 
casting. Each article is brief but gives 
the background of the field and outlines 
present conditions. 

The main part of the volume is given 
over to the study of 75 separate com- 
modities which are arranged alphabet- 
ically beginning with alcohol and ending 
with zinc, a change from the classifica- 
tion under broad subjects as textiles, 
grains, used in the previous volume. 

A concise description of each com- 
modity is given showing the various steps 
in changing the raw material into a fin- 
ished product. At the close of each 
article acknowledgment is given to the 
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company which gave the suggestions and 
the source material. Following this the 
outstanding events of 1939 in the par- 
ticular industry are reviewed. The 
chapter on each commodity closes with 
several pages of statistics which are the 
most valuable part of the book. These 
statistics differ according to the com- 
modity but include prices, imports, ex- 
ports, consumption and production. Pro- 
duction in the United States is empha- 
sized. Statistics of production in other 
American countries and in non-American 
countries are frequently slight or lacking 
entirely. Many of the tables cover a 
period of years. On the whole one can 
safely assume that the tables will begin 
with 1930 and some extend even into 
1940. However, the period covered 
differs for each commodity. Prices of 
certain staple commodities go back many 
years, as the average price of cotton in 
New York is given since 1791. The 
prices for coffee and cocoa are given for 
115 years, butter for 110, and at least 
five other commodities are given for 100 
years. Here, too, the source of the in- 
formation is given in each case. Most 
of the statistics can be found elsewhere, 
but there is no other source where so 
many up-to-date statistics are available. 
An adequate index completes the book. 

The text is set double column with 
clear print. The general format is satis- 
factory. 

The work is entirely separate from the 
1939 edition, although there is a sim- 
ilarity to the material included. It sup- 
plements but does not replace the previous 
volume. 

The volume will be useful in libraries 


that need concise compilation of statistics 
of commodities and in college libraries 
where courses in industrial chemistry or 
in business are given in the college. Pub- 
lic libraries will find it useful for high 
school reference. It is recommended. 


The economic almanac for 1940; 
a handbook of useful facts about busi- 
ness, labor and government in the 
United States and other areas. 20'4cm. 
N.Y., The conference board, National 
industrial conference board, 247 Park 
Ave., c1940. 384p. cloth $5; available 
to individuals and noncommercial or- 
ganizations at $3.50. 


According to the foreword written by 
Virgil Jordan, president of the National 
industrial conference board, “this is the 
first issue of an annual publication de- 
signed to meet the need for a compact, 
convenient handbook containing the most 
significant and trustworthy statistical 
and other data useful to business exec- 
utives, labor leaders, educators, students, 
journalists, and other citizens concerned 
...With current economic problems.” 
Selection of the data included has been 
based upon importance, up-to-dateness 
and reliability as measured by the stand- 
ards of the National industrial confer- 
ence board which has been engaged in 
compiling statistical and other studies 
since 1916. 

The materials are arranged under four 
general headings: I, Chronologies and 
calendars; II, Legislation affecting na- 
tional economic life ; III, General business 
conditions ; IV, Recent economic develop- 
ments. 
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The chronologies include a brief in- 
dication of business and political events 
from January 1939 through May 1940 
and a résumé of events affecting labor 
relations for the same period. The cal- 
endars note the dates and places of meet- 
ings of national organizations for the 
second half of 1940; dates for filing Fed- 
eral and State corporation income taxes; 
and state primary elections during the 
remainder of 1940. 

Part II presents brief statements of 
Federal economic legislation passed dur- 
ing the 76th Congress to June 1, 1940, 
in numerical order, followed by the date 
on which the legislation was approved. 
These statements include a quotation from 
the act indicating its purpose and a de- 
scriptive, unsigned annotation. Federal 
economic legislation pending in both 
Houses for the same period is treated in a 
similar fashion with a further indication 
of the action taken through July 1940. 
Senators introducing bills are usually 
noted; Representatives are sometimes 
omitted; bill numbers are given; occa- 
sional footnotes refer to related legisla- 
tion not included in the A/manac. State 
economic legislation for the sessions of 
1939 and 1940 is arranged alphabetically 
by states, the brief summaries appearing 
under the subjects of the legislation. 

The part devoted to general business 
conditions includes sections on production 
and trade, national income, manufactur- 
ers’ operations, foreign trade, employ- 
ment and unemployment, commodity 
prices, banking and finance, advertising, 
industrial relations, output of major in- 
dustries and new products of American 
industry. The articles are semitechnical, 


Cimon 


brief and objective, showing no sign of 
bias, but are not signed. Various indexes 
and tables accompany and are referred to 
by the text; the sources of information 
are indicated in footnotes. Usually ref- 
erences are to the organizations which 
compile the data rather than to specific 
publications, e.g. Bureau of labor statis- 
tics, Department of commerce, Bureau 
of the census, Federal reserve board, 
League of nations, etc. Compilations 
are frequently brought up to date by the 
findings of the Conference board. Refer- 
ences to works of individual authors seem 
to be consistent in indicating author, title, 
publisher and date. 

The same observations may be made of 
Part IV, Recent economic developments. 
This section presents brief, unsigned ar- 
ticles and innumerable statistical tables 
on population, resources, industries, na- 
tional wealth, savings and income, con- 
sumption and the standard of living, 
private debt and public finance. Occa- 
sional comparisons are offered between 
conditions in the United States and for- 
eign countries. Much of the basic mate- 
rial in the Economic almanac is available 
in various yearbooks and, in many cases, 
in original sources, but is presented here 
in a concise and readily usable form. 

The index is adequate though occa- 
sional entries seem unusual, such as “Ac- 
tual hours worked in manufacturing,” 
also listed under “Hours actually worked 
in manufacturing,” which is not noted 
under manufacturing. See and see also 
references increase the usefulness of the 
index. There is no supplementary bibliog- 
raphy. 

This handbook should prove a useful 
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and ready reference aid because it brings 
together in a convenient form useful facts 
on business and economics and has the 
advantage of being up to date. It is rec- 
ommended. 


An encyclopaedia of world history, 
ancient, medieval and modern, chron- 
ologically arranged; a rev. and mod- 
ernized version of Ploetz’s epitame, 
comp, and ed. by William L. Langer. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, c1940. 
xxviii, 1155, Ixvip. $5.50. 


This new handbook of historical facts 
is based on Ploetz’s epitome (1883), 
later revised under the titles, d hand- 
book of universal history (1915) and 4 
manual of universal history (1925). 
While the volume follows the general 
idea of the earlier manuals, the material 
has been so completely rewritten and ex- 
panded as to give an entirely new ref- 
erence tool. The compiler and editor, 
William L. Langer, professor of history, 
Harvard university, was assisted in the 
four years’ rewriting task by a staff of 15 
collaborators, all of whom are author- 
ities in special historical fields. 

An encyclopaedia of world history, 
like the volumes on which it is based, is 
chronological in arrangement and reason- 
ably narrative in the treatment of histor- 
ical materials. The main body of mate- 
rial is divided into the following periods: 
I, The prehistorical period; II, Ancient 
history; III, The middle ages; IV, The 
early modern period; V, The nineteenth 
century; VI, The war and postwar pe- 
riod. 

The latter period concludes with events 


that took place in the late summer of 
1939. 

The number of genealogical tables 
has been increased in this volume. All 
tables have been brought up to date and 
new tables have been added for some of 
the non-European dynasties. A list of 
these genealogical tables is printed in the 
front of the book. 

An added feature is the inclusion of 
some 63 maps. Four of these are double- 
page, colored maps of Europe. The others 
are black-and-white maps that constitute 
a substitute for an historical atlas. 

Nine appendixes not found in the 
earlier manuals enhance the reference 
value of this book. They give quick ac- 
cess to lists of: Roman emperors, Byzan- 
tine emperors, the Caliphs to 1256, 
Roman popes, Holy Roman emperors, 
British ministries since Walpole, French 
ministries, 1815-70, Presidents and Prime 
ministers of the Third French republic, 
and Italian ministries since 1860. Lists 
of the Presidents of the United States and 
their cabinets are not given. 

The detailed is most useful. 
Frequent cross references from one entry 
to another in the main body of the ency- 


index 


clopaedia are helpful. 

All facts and dates checked showed 
accuracy of detail. While major emphasis 
continues to be given to political, military, 
and diplomatic history, this work goes 
further than Ploetz’s 4d manual of uni- 
versal history in giving brief summaries of 
cultural developments throughout the 
world. A useful section is that found in 
Part V, The nineteenth century, called 
Science and society and including Scien- 
tific thought and progress and Mechani- 
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cal inventions and technical achievements. 

In format this new work is superior to 
the earlier books on which it is based. 
Sturdily bound in red buckram and let- 
tered in gold, dn encyclopaedia of world 
history will stand up under steady use. 
The small and capital boldface type and 
the occasional use of italics make it easy to 
locate specific subjects and items. A 
double-column page is used. 

All libraries, including those who al- 
ready have Ploetz’s epitome or later re- 
visions of it, will find this volume useful. 
An encyclopaedia of world history is rec- 
ommended. 


Grove’s dictionary of music and 
musicians; ed. by H. C. Colles, sup- 
plementary volume. 24cm. N.Y., 
Macmillan, 1940. xvi, 688p.  xvipl. 
cloth $5. 


This new supplementary volume is 
intended to bring up to date the 1927 
edition of Grove’s dictionary of music 
and musicians in 5 volumes, and to a 
considerable extent makes additions to the 
American supplement c1928. 

The Grove’s dictionary is given in 
Mudge’s Guide to reference books as 
follows: 

“The standard encyclopedia in Eng- 
lish, covering the whole field from 1450, 
with special emphasis, however, on Eng- 
lish subjects. Has good signed articles by 
specialists with bibliographies. Includes 
musical history, theory and practice, in- 
struments, terms, etc., biographies of 
musicians and articles on individual com- 
positions, songs, operas, all in one alpha- 
bet. Does not give opera plots.” 


H. C. Colles, who has been music critic 
of the London Times since 1911 and for 
part of one season guest critic of the 
New York Times, edited both the third 
edition and this supplementary volume. 

For the most part the volume continues 
the plan which Sir George Grove fol- 
lowed for the first edition in 1888. It 
contains a certain number of new sub- 
jects; the longest is on Broadcasting. 
Other new subjects are Absolute pitch, 
Electric transmission of sound, Jazz, 
Musicology, Twelve note music. But 
a greater number of the articles are cor- 
related with those in the last edition. 
This is done by adding, immediately after 
the title in the supplementary volume, 
the volume number and page where the 
subject has been treated previously in 
the third edition. 

The sign $ after a name or subject 
in an article refers to another subject 
heading in this volume. These cross ref- 
erences are frequent but still more could 
have been used, as under harpsichord 
there is mention of Arnold Dolmetsch 
but there is no S to show that there is a 
separate article under his name. ‘There 
is no heading Folk-song with a cross ref- 
erence to Canada. Folk-song of French 
Canada. where one finds two and one half 
columns on Folk-song of French Canada. 

Many biographies of living composers 
and musicians are found. Pronunci- 
ation is not given. 

Bibliographies at end of articles are 
adequate and include late material. 

Usually only the more important 
works of a composer are given but in some 
cases, as Elgar and Liszt, the complete 
catalog of their works is found. 
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There are 16 pages of plates, which 
contain pictures of musical instruments, 
portraits, etc., and a few illustrations in 
the text. 

The volume is well bound in green 
cloth to match the 1927 edition and also 
has the two-column page. This supple- 
mentary volume is recommended to all 
libraries which have the third edition. 


Natural history index-guide; an in- 
dex to 3,365 books and periodicals in 
libraries; a guide to things natural 
in the field, Brent Alsheler, comp. 2d 
ed. rev. and enl. in 15 sections and 23 
divisions. 26cm. N.Y., The H. W. 
Wilson co., 1940. 583p. green cloth; 


service basis. 


The first edition, copyrighted in 1936 
and reviewed in the July and October 
1937 Subscription Books Bulletin, was 
about half as thick as this new volume, 
to which 272 pages have been added. 
These additional pages have been used 
for a much-needed general alphabetical 
index to the topical entries, and also for 
the expansion from 10 to the present 15 
sections, and from 14 to 23 divisions. All 
of these parts have been rearranged ac- 
cording to their interdependence. Periodi- 
cal articles are now included as references 
as well as books. The general bibliog- 
raphy has been shifted to the end of the 
volume and its former location used for 
the new index. By consulting this index 
first, it is possible to find any common 
entry without knowing to what field of 
biology or geography it belongs, as was 
formerly the case. 

Under each section such as Birds, 


Mammals, Reptiles, Trees, Geography, 
are three important groups: 1. The 
statement of authority for determining 
the choice of topics, spelling, and the 
alternative scientific nomenclature used; 
2. A selected bibliography of books most 
frequently mentioned in the section; 
3. The alphabetical entries themselves. 

The authorities quoted as assisting in 
making decisions in the biological sciences 
are largely members of the staff of the 
United States National museum, and in 
the geographical field are individuals 
working with these subjects at the Library 
of Congress, and the American geographi- 
cal society. No statement, however, im- 
plies that these experts influenced the 
choice of books. It is evident that no 
general policies for form, nor fullness of 
entry were specified as each section varies 
to a degree where it is difficult to gen- 
eralize on format and internal arrange- 
ment. 

The Selected bibliography is supposed 
to replace the elaborate system of mark- 
ing with asterisks used in the first edition, 
but the symbols still remain in the text. 
(Fruits is a new division and has no 
asterisks.) In addition to the bibliog- 
raphy some sections include a _ three- 
column list of surnames for authors who 
have written on the basis of personal 
observation or of field experience. These 
names, too, are starred but the meaning 
is not evident. The bibliography in- 
cludes the author’s name, but without a 
standard form of entry; the title is in- 
cluded in many cases, and the publica- 
tion date is apparently taken in some in- 
stances from the imprint rather than 


from the copyright. When the title is 
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omitted, a general descriptive note is 
used instead. 

The specific alphabetical entries, ar- 
ranged in three columns, are uneven in 
form and brief. The popular term, 
without regard for any consistency as to 
singular or plural form is followed in 
many cases by a scientific name in italics. 
This inclusion of scientific names varies 
in frequency from only a third of the 
entries under Ferns to almost all of them 
under Reptiles. The entries in the geo- 
graphical section include the vernacular 
spelling for some of the countries, or 
places, but is not consistent enough to be 
of value in itself. In this section the 
arrangement is by continent, and then 
alphabetically by geographical character- 
istic, but these are not identified by 
country. 

Beneath each entry is a list of sur- 
names, referring to the general bibliog- 
raphy at the end of the volume. Initials 
accompany names where they are needed 
for complete identification. A lower- 
case letter is used as a symbol to dis- 
tinguish the titles of voluminous authors 
like F. M. Chapman. 

From this point there is a lack of uni- 
formity in entry. The section about 
reptiles includes the date of the book 
after each author’s name which is a 
definite aid in selecting recent items to 
follow through to the bibliography. In 
a few scattered instances volumes or 
pages are given, but the policy of the 
compiler is to depend upon the index 
of the individual book to supply this 
information. 

Many of the references are too trivial 
to be of any value. 


oo 


It was found to be much quicker to lo- 
cate the identification of a group of 
unfamiliar birds and flowers through the 
direct use of a book collection rather 
than by consulting the references in the 
Index-guide. 

The cross references are confusing. 
There is no entry under Trees for Tree 
of heaven, but there is one for Heaven 
tree referring to Ailanthus. No alter- 
native name is given here to show this. 
Joshua tree has a cross reference to 
Yucca. Actually the reference should be 
to Yucca, Giant, as this species has the 
alternative title, Joshua tree. Many see 
also references are used where it might 
seem better to have combined the entries, 
as Hawaiian islands and their former 
name, Sandwich islands, using suitable 
cross references. 

The Main bibliography at the end of 
the book is arranged alphabetically by 
author, but it is uneven in quality and 
usefulness. The compiler explains in the 
introduction, “no attempt has been made 
to set up a standard of authority through 
acts of inclusion or exclusion of writers. 
...” Asa result librarians will find 
many titles of little factual value as 
Scudder’s Frail children of the air, 1895, 
mentioned under Butterflies; or such an 
old work as Gosses’s Evenings at the 
1859, referred to from 
On the other hand they 
will miss later editions, for instance Hol- 
land’s Butterfly book, 1896, is indexed. 
The author’s basic text is often sacrificed 
to make room for some lesser or more 
general contribution. 

The items in the bibliography which 
indicate that they are full entries for 


microscope, 
Microscopy. 
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authors quoted in the geography section 
are very Many new books, 
especially on North America, like the 


uneven. 


Rivers of America series, or the new 
guides to various regions, descriptive 
handbooks of natural wonders, or per- 
sonal travel experiences are lacking. The 
Supplemental bibliography of books too 
late for inclusion in the volume, does 
little to correct this weakness. 

In contrast to the content, the physical 
format is consistently good, with a strong 
cloth binding, a good quality of paper, 
and satisfactory typography, following in 
general appearances other of The H. W. 
Wilson company publications. 

The volume has gained in usefulness 
by the addition of a general index, but 
little has been added by the inclusion of 
periodical references already well indexed 
in other common library tools. Some im- 
provement is evident in organization and 
more exact classification of genera, but 
the details of entry remain uneven. The 
books selected for indexing are so uneven 
in value, substance, authority and edition 
that an indiscriminate use of the index is 
unwise. Many of the references are use- 
less for factual or informative purposes. 
The volume is not recommended. 


Webster’s Columbia concise dic- 
tionary of the English language; 
editor-in-chief, Franklin J. Meine; 
associate editors, Fritz Leiber, Jr., 
Ethel M. McDonald, Jacob Koffler, 
Charles L. Hopkins, Jr., William 
Michaelis, Earl C. Graham. 26cm. 
Chicago, Columbia educational books, 
inc., 1940. c1939. [x] 849p. 


in various bindings and at various 


Issued 


prices, usually $1 to $1.25, unless sold 
as a premium. 


The following information appears in 
italics at the foot of the title page: “This 
dictionary is not published by the original 
publishers of Webster’s Dictionary or by 
their successors.” The preface, which is 
signed ‘The publishers,” states: ‘This 
work carries an outstanding background 
of authority and scholarship. ...” There 
is no information on the title page or in 
the preface to indicate the authority of 
the editorial staff. A check of several 
biographical dictionaries failed to reveal 
any information regarding any of the 
persons named as editors. 

According to the preface this diction- 
ary contains “more than 75,000 defini- 
tions of English words and _ phrases.” 
The book jacket advertised the volume 
as containing “more than 140,000 defini- 
tions and vocabulary terms.” ‘The term 
defined is set in heavy black boldface 
type with the initial letter capitalized. 
Pronunciation is indicated by rewriting 
the word in key letters with diacritical 
marks and accents. A key to pronuncia- 
tion is given at the bottom of the page. 
The etymology of the word is cited 
briefly, and when a term is peculiar to a 
definite branch of knowledge that is in- 
dicated. Derivatives and compounds are 
listed under the primary word rather 
than in their alphabetic sequence. Ref- 
erences are given from the alphabetical 
place to the word group. Parts of speech 
are shown. 

The definitions are brief for the most 
part. Many of them lack clarity and 
completeness, are ineptly worded and 
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misleading. Under toad the following 
is given: “A reptile somewhat resem- 
bling the frog, with a heavy bulky body; 
it leaps badly and generally avoids the 
water.” The definitions frequently cite 
several synonymous terms, and occasion- 
ally usage is indicated. 

The verso of the title page carries this 
statement: “Printed in the United States 
of America for distribution only in the 
U.S.A. and its possessions.”” Many terms 
commonly in use in America, but of 
recent origin, are omitted as: bakelite; 
air mail; airport; columnist; zoning; 
Although airport is 
omitted the dictionary lists aerodrome. 
In defining aeroplane the term petrol is 
used, and airplane is not listed. Under 
turtle there is no mention of land-turtle, 
but there is a cross reference from /and- 


fabrikoid; rayon. 


tortoise, land-turtle to tortoise. The 
volume would be more useful in the 
United States if American terms and 
spellings were preferred. The spellings 
are those sanctioned for use in England 
and Canada. 

Preliminary to the vocabulary the 
Webster’s Columbia concise dictionary 
contains a short preface, three pages con- 
taining an article Hints on English 
etymology, three pages listing Prefixes 
and suffixes, a Key to the pronunciation, 
and a list of Abbreviations and signs 
used in this dictionary. Following the 
main vocabulary there are ten and a half 
pages of supplementary vocabulary. Not 
all of the words listed in the supplement 
are of recent origin. 

The type is blurred, uneven in weight, 
and is sometimes broken. 

Although this dictionary contains a 


—— 


more extensive vocabulary than is usu- 
ally found in dictionaries of the same 
price class, its definitions are not suffi- 
ciently clear and dependable to make it 
satisfactory for school, office, home or 
library use. Webster's Columbia con- 
cise dictionary is not recommended. 


Webster’s encyclopedic dictionary; 
a library of essential knowledge; 
editor-in-chief, Franklin J. Meine; 
associate editors, Fritz Leiber, Jr., 
Ethel M. McDonald, Jacob Koffler, 
Charles L. Hopkins, Jr., William 
Michaelis, Earl C. Graham. Chicago, 
Columbia educational 


1940, c1939. 849, 569p. 


This volume includes the Webster’s 
Columbia concise dictionary, reviewed in 
this issue, and 569 pages of additional 
material Synonyms and 
antonyms, Office workers’ guide, Busi- 
ness and finance, Law dictionary, Stu- 
dent’s and writer’s guide, Medical dic- 
tionary, General information, Dictionary 
of biography, Atlas and gazetteer. Pre- 
vious editions of this book have been pub- 
lished under the name of Webster’s Co- 
lumbia encyclopedic dictionary. This 
volume is not recommended as a dic- 
tionary. 


books, — inc., 


containing: 


Who’s who in music; a complete 
presentation of the contemporary 
musical scene with a master record 
catalogue. 1941 ed. 3lcm. Chicago, 
Lee Stern press [cl940] 782p. 
cxxvili. photographs, fabrikoid $5; de 
luxe ed. $10. (A year’s subscription 
to Musical Facts, a monthly magazine, 
is included in the price of the volume. ) 
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This volume includes miscellaneous 
articles, classified directories, and catalogs 
about music, musicians, schools of music, 
radio stations, books, phonograph records, 
and even a musical quiz. The preface 
defines the purpose as an attempt “to 
compile all essential information concern- 
ing the various phases of the musical 
arts which may be of interest to the artist, 
teacher, writer, student, concert-goer, 
radio-listener and record-enthusiast.” 

The book’s weakness lies in its ambi- 
tious effort to serve two different musical 
groups at one time. The musical articles 
prepared for an uncritical audience offer 
little to the serious student, and the 
highly specialized types of directories, as 
lists of concert managers, music -pub- 
lishers, the music copyright information 
or talent buyers certainly are of doubtful 
value to the layman. 

Its format is an added handicap. The 
volume is excessively heavy owing to the 
highly glazed paper used, and its awk- 
ward proportions (about 9” x 12”). 
The polished surface is difficult to read, 
especially by artificial light. The print 
is very black, making an almost illegible 
contrast to the white pages. In some sec- 
tions the pages are numbered in the up- 
per corner and in others at the bottom. 
In appearance, with its photographic sec- 
tions, this book suggests the typography 
and general make-up of many college an- 
nuals. 

A board of editors is named, but no 
one person seems responsible for unifying 
the general policies. All the long articles 
are signed and many of the names are 
those of recognized musicians. 

The table of contents shows more 


organization of subject matter than the 
book itself does. Contrary to general 
practice, these items are not arranged in 
order of their pagination, but they are 
alphabetically arranged under each large 
classification. The resulting device is 
neither an index nor a table of contents. 
The volume contains classified direc- 
tories, such as the one for conductors; 
surveys of musical activities of the world 
and also of each state; musical instru- 
ments giving articles on the individual 
pieces; bibliographies of musical litera- 
ture; a pictorial section, a catalog of 
records, etc. Although what seem to be 
advertisements are distributed through- 
out the book, there is no index for them. 

The articles are often slight in sub- 
stance and too generalized for specific 
information. Frequently the directories 
overlap each other as the headings Man- 
agers, Concert; Managers, Talent; and 
Publishers appear in the Classified direc- 
tories on p.657 and again as entire 
sections under slightly different nomen- 
clature. Many of these directories are 
of doubtful value as well as those of 
music patrons, radio stations arranged by 
letter, or members of various musical 
associations, all of which could be found 
elsewhere if needed. 

There is little relationship between the 
importance of the person described and 
the size of his photograph, or the space 
allotted him. Rachmaninoff has one of 
the smallest photographs. 

The internal organization is extremely 
weak and often confusing. A system of 
heavy type, or in other instances a box 
for certain names is used, but its meaning 
is not explained. The running heads on 
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the pages fail to show the specific subject 
in each part of the classified directory. 
Subtopics are not consistent in form, as 
both Organ and Organists are given 
(p.626, 628) under Instrumentalists. 

The choice of biographical subjects to 
be included shows no evaluation by 
musical merit for one person may be in- 
cluded and another equally famous may 
be omitted. For example, the Chief of 
the Music division of the New York pub- 
lic library is given but the corresponding 
expert in the Library of Congress is 
omitted. In the directory devoted to 
music schools (which usually includes de- 
partments in the colleges), the Massa- 
chusetts section includes Smith and Mt. 
Holyoke but omits Harvard. 

In the preface of the Master record 
catalogue it says, “our master record 
catalogue offers the music lover a service 
never before available . . . a complete list 
of the recordings of the domestic com- 
panies.” Yet librarians will find this 
section less complete than the familiar 
Gramophone shop encyclopedia of re- 
The citations checked 
with the publishers’ own catalog seem 
accurate but much harder to read _ be- 
cause of spacing and lack of variation in 
type. The citations of recordings of 
Hayden’s Sonatas are particularly con- 
fusing. The entry includes a minimum 
of information, omitting even the num- 
ber of records in the album for a long 
composition. 


corded music. 


The bibliography, Contemporary lit- 
erature on music, contains books pub- 
lished during the past five years and is 
conspicuous for careful workmanship. It 
covers 13 pages, three columns to the 


page, and is reasonably representative of 
books on music or titles containing chap- 
ters of musical interest, like Priestley’s 
Midnight on the desert. 

Although a good book on contemporary 
music and musicians would be useful, 
this lacks the necessary sound basic ar- 
rangement and technical substance to 
meet these needs. It is neither a book 
answering the particular needs of the 
layman nor professional. Who is who in 
music, 1941 edition, is not recommended. 


The Winston universal reference 
library, edited by William Dodge 
Lewis . . . Henry Seidel Canby. . 
(and) Thomas Kite Brown, Jr... . 
3,000 illustrations and an atlas of the 
world. 23%cm. Philadelphia, Chi- 
cago, Universal book and Bible house, 
1941, c1926-41. xx, 1528, 32p. maps. 
col. front. (facsim.) col. plates. De- 
scriptive letterpress on versos of plates. 
De luxe edition $7.50. 


This work is similar to the Winston 
simplified dictionary; encyclopedic edi- 
tion, 1933, reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin for October 1934. 

The dictionary part is the same as the 
Advanced, College, and Practical edi- 
tions of the Winston simplified diction- 
ary, with occasional slight changes, e.g. 
the addition of terms such as peri- 
sphere and trylon. The vocabulary sec- 
tion of the dictionary occupies 1160 pages 
as it does in the Winston simplified dic- 
tionary; advanced edition, c1937 indicat- 
ing that the amount of change is slight. 

The appendix of the Universal refer- 
ence library contains 38 pages more than 
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the encyclopedic edition. The appendix 
material, consisting of sections on Signs 
and symbols, Tables of weights, meas- 
ures, and standards, Foreign words and 
phrases, Names of persons and places, 
Letters: their composition and tone, etc., 
is useful in its limited scope but would 
not take the place of handbooks covering 
the various subjects. 

The chronological table is by year 
only. Pronunciation is not indicated in 
the Gazetteer listing all names appearing 
in the section Atlas of the world. Many 
of the more common geographical names 
appear in the appendix of Persons and 
Places which gives pronunciation. There 
is considerable duplication of information 
given respectively in the appendix of 
Persons and places and the Gazetteer. 

Libraries having the Winston simpli- 
fied dictionary in some recent edition will 
not need the Winston universal reference 
The price of the de luxe edition 
seems excessive. 


library. 
The Winston universal 
reference library is not recommended. 


i 


NOTES 


How and why library, 4th ed. 3v. Cleve- 

land, L. J. Bullard co. [1938?] 

The Committee is anxious to obtain a 
copy of this for examination, but has been 
unable to secure one from the publishers. 
The loan of a set from some library or 
individual would be appreciated. 

An earlier edition was reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, April 1935. 


Who's who in Delaware. Including 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West 
Virginia and Maryland. 1939. 


Who's who in Maryland. Including 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware 
and West Virginia. 1939. 

W ho’s who in New Jersey. Including 


Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and 
West Virginia. 1939. 


Includ- 
ing New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland 
and West Virginia. 1939. 


Who’s who in Pennsylvania. 


Who’s who in West Virginia. Includ- 
ing Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware 


and Maryland. 1939. 


Information has been received from 
the publisher of these books, A. N. 
Marquis, that “the text of all five . 
The different titles were 
Each contains 


is the same. 
used for legal purposes.”’ 
biographies of leading citizens of the five 
contiguous states named in the titles. 
The imprint and price are uniform for 
all titles. Chicago, A. N. Marquis co., 
c1939. $12.50, postage paid. 





IMPORTANT CHANGE 


(oe blanket authority previously 
given to reprint any review in full 
is now withdrawn. Permission to 
quote a review in full is granted 
only to the publisher of the work re- 
viewed. Permission to quote a review 
in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Pub- 
lishers of books or sets recommended 
herein wishing to refer to the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee’s appraisal of 
their work should avoid such statements 
as “Recommended (or endorsed) by 
the A.L.A.” Such a statement falsely 
implies action on the part of the As- 
sociation. 
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